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Although page 17 of the Student Handbook forbids the possession of alcoholic containers, a line of empties adorns the 
shelf an on-campus dorm, suggesting that Redeemer is not the dry campus that some people presume it to be. 


The Sobering Truth 


Hidden Issue of Alcohol Consumption on Can\pts Exposed 


| eae Student 
andbook explicitly 
forbids the possession of al- 
coholic beverages on campus, 
but more than a few on-cam- 
pus students are not ashamed 
to secretly admit that they dis- 
regard this rule and indulge 
every now and then. 

Simply supplying a face- 
to-face interviewing en- 
vironment in which strict 
confidentiality is guaranteed 
was enough to encourage 
some students to individually 
confess to storing or consum- 
ing alcohol on campus. 

On the other hand, an en- 
vironment of secrecy also re- 
vealed that many students 
have never seen booze on 
campus. Residents in some 
dorms are unanimously and 
outspokenly opposed _ to 
drinking on campus. 

Those who have not seen 
any alcohol on campus said 
they are well-aware of cir- 
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stories con- risk of get- 
cerning cer- ting caught. 
tain dorms He also ex- 
that have plained that, 
repeatedly in years past, 
disobeyed on-campus 
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pus policy. The tough part, 
they said, is distinguishing 
between rumours and actu- 
al fact. 

In several instances, defiant 
students indirectly confirmed 
the factuality of stories that 
compliant students suspected 
to be only rumours. 

One male student, after 
seeking reassurance of the 
condition of anonymity, con- 
fessed to presently storing 
alcohol in his dorm with the 
approval of all of his dorm 
mates. He cautioned, how- 
ever, that they refuse to con- 
sume it on campus because 


not done to the point of se- 
vere intoxication. 

Although most of the stu- 
dents recently interviewed 
claimed that on-campus con- 
sumption is not a huge issue, 
others revealed startling in- 
stances that suggest that the 
issue at least needs to be ad- 
dressed. 

One student, a former 
Residential Advisor, was emo- 
tionally torn as he reflected 
on his unsuccessful attempts 
last year to get several of his 
dorm mates to quit repeatedly 
breaking Redeemer’s no-alco- 
hol rule. 


Computer Services Improves 
“Redeemernet” | 


Have your tea, 
and drink it too 


STEVEN VELDKAMP 
Senior Staff Writer 


his may be the year stu- 

dents are able to sip 
some tea as they browse the 
internet in peace. In years past, 
students could count on their 
internet connection failing as 
surely as they could get their 
water boiling, but this year, 
dorm-dwellers have already 


seen a solid—albeit slow —in- 
ternet connection. And hard- 
ware and software upgrades 
will bring still more improve- 
ment. 

Chris Knowles, overseer of 
the Computer Services depart- 
ment, gave some general de- 
scriptions of the changes made 
over the summer: hardware 
upgrades, particularly replac- 
ing last year’s faulty firewalls, 
have made the most noticeable 
difference—the internet now 
makes a regular appearance on 
weekends in the dorms, and 
MSN conversations can safely 
take place without fear of an 
hourly interruption. Knowles 
explained that excessive 
amounts of information sent 
over the network by viruses 
and misconfigured computer 


equipment had been handled 
incorrectly by the old firewalls, 
causing them to crash. While 
the sources of the problems 
still exist, the new firewalls op- 
erate properly, and the result is 
a constant internet connection. 

Other changes are still in 
process to improve the campus 
network. Computer Services is 
ready to begin testing and con 
figuring school systems for our 
new Internet Service Provider 
(ISP). This will bring our in- 
ternet access bandwidth to 20 
Mbps, a five-fold increase, di- 
vided evenly between the aca- 
demic building and the dorms. 
(To understand bandwidth, 
consider how much water 
can go through a straw, com- 


SEE “COMPUTER,” PAGE 3 
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of higher 
education 
isn’t cheap 
no matter 
where you 
look, and the 
price tag of a 
degree from 
Redeemer University College 
is no exception. Scratch that— 
Redeemer is indeed an ex- 
ception, but definitely not 
because its price tag is at the 
lower end of the scale. 

Anyone who has visit- 
ed the campus of a secular 
post-secondary institution 
may instantly see the mate- 
rial benefits of public funding 
sprinkled with private dona- 
tions—a_six-storey library, 
perhaps, or a nice student 
centre. But anyone who sees 
these fine buildings and re- 
turns to Redeemer’s campus 
knows that RUC has some- 
thing special to offer: relation- 
ship, spiritual, and academic 
factors that more than merit 
the price we pay. 

While those of us who at- 
tend Redeemer admit that 
there is indeed something 
special here that has drawn 
us in, the question of money 
makes us just as wary as—if 
not more than—the typical 
Canadian post-secondary stu- 
dent. 

A recent poll conducted by 
the CBC led the news agen- 
cy to conclude that “no seg- 
ment of Canadian society has 
a higher debt profile than the 
country’s college and univer- 
sity students... [and that] the 
problem lingers long after 
graduation.” 


“! was really disappoint- 
ed because not only did they 
commit to a dry dorm, but 
they also hid alcohol from me 
because they were scared I 
would find out,” he said. 

“I was shocked by the im- 
maturity...and the extent to 
which they would go out of 
their way to have alcohol.” 
Drunkenness, he said, was 
a problem on several occa- 
sions, and a bunch of the 
dorm mates were eventually 
caught drinking on the school 
premise. 

A female student discon- 
certingly spoke of a third- 
year male friend who openly 
stored alcohol in the fridge 
in his dorm last year and 
would often show up at her 
dorm drunk and depressed. 
Fortunately, he has since re- 
covered from this frightening, 
scenario. 


SEE “ALCOHOL,” PAGE 3 
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Redeemer Students 
Struggle to Make 
Ends Meet 


Rocketing tuition fees cause 
debt among university students 
nationwide 


BRIANNA HAMMER 
Senior Staff Writer 
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This sur- 
vey went 
on to show 
that 45% of 
graduates 
in bachelor’s 
programs 
possessed a 
debt averag- 
ing $19,500. 
For those who used private 
sources of funding, such as 
credit cards or bank loans, 
the average debt sky-rockets 
to $32,000. 

Generally speaking, seek- 
ing a post-secondary educa- 
tion in Canada means certain 
debt for the majority of (al- 
though not all) students. Add 
to this the fact that Redeemer’s 
tuition is $11,082 for the 2005- 
2006°~ school” “year—riearly 
three times more than the av- 
erage cost for a general arts or 
science program from a pub- 
licly-funded Ontario universi- 
ty —and it’s rising every year. 

And let’s consider this for 
a moment: again, working 
with averages, students may 
earn approximately $4,500 for 
summer employment. Thosé 
who receive OSAP are eligi- 
ble for a maximum of $11,900, 
and the highest grade-earners 
may receive between $750 to 
$1,600 each year in the form of 
Redeemer scholarships. 

Given these numbers, even 
in the best circumstances, one 
may still graduate with a total 
debt load of $23,200—and 
that is only if they received 
top marks or were eligible for 
government loans every year, 
and did not turn to any other 
sources of “income”. 


SEE “STUDENTS,” PAGE 3 
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New to Redeemer this year, Computer Services Technician Edwin Silva is one of the many 
people responsible for the latest improvements to the campus’ electronic services. He was 
hired to be especially concerned with the ongoing technical needs of Redeemer students. 


Fall Entreat: October 28-29 - Sign up in the Student Senate Office 


October 19, 2005 
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Tutorials Reveal the Secrets of Good Cooking 


JORDAN DELLEMAN 
Special to The Crown 


| Rees 3 students have been 
issing out on one of the 
best chances for eating great food. 
“What? How could we ever be miss- 
ing out on free food?” you ask. Sure, 
this opportunity is stated in the Time 
Out, but as useful as the Time Out is, 
we all fall short of reading it thor- 
oughly. Now, for those of you who 
have been good readers, the phe- 
nomenon of secret food is quite 
obvious: it is Chef Dave's cooking 
class. 

Eating well is quite important, 
and this little one hour class dur- 
ing Friday’s activity period is the 
secret to eating only the best. From 
learning how much water to put in 
with spaghetti noodles (I can never 
remember the amount for more 
than five minutes after my mother 
tells me) to setting up an entire full 
course meal that has a theme and a 
touch of class, Dave teaches it all. 

While we have all seen those 
chefs on TV, with their style, smiles, 
and smooth lines, Dave lets us do 
hands-on work. The trick to good 
cooking is to get your hands on the 
food and, as my father says, to “be- 
come one with the food” (although 
he is usually referring to the lawn 
mower). 

Recipes are all well and good, 
but a true chef makes a unique meal 
every time by adding a pinch of 
this, a dab of that, and he ends up 
creating one of the most beautiful 
concoctions ever to grace our maca- 
roni-laden mouths. Chef Dave does 
his very best to imbue within us this 
knowledge of fine cooking: he gives 
the gift that keeps on giving. Chef 
Dave is a great man who is work- 
ing behind the scenes, but there is 


also an equally great woman to be 
found there as well. Lois Verboon is 
the mastermind behind this tutorial 
on tongue pleasing. 

Three weeks after she got the 
job of running food services here 
at Redeemer, she started looking 
for a chef to help her out. She felt 
that we deserve a chef, and as far 
as | am concerned, this deserves ap- 
plause. If you ever see her around 
(she wears a name tag and is always 
at communal checking our student 
cards), just give her some thanks for 
what she has done for us. I thank her 
for all the insight she gave me dur- 
ing our interview, and I thank her 
for all the food. 

Finding a chef for Redeemer is 
just the icing on the cake of all the 
things she has done: from making 
the market cheaper to figuring out 
all the prices of the foods, Verboon 
is making our job of eating easy. 
Verboon is the face behind the food, 
and her primary goal is to help us 
eat healthy, tasty foods. 

As I said, this super source of 
food provided in Chef Dave's cook- 
ing class has been hidden, but who 
has been attending these tutorials? 
I did manage to track these people 
down, which is a good example of 
how The Crown only hires the best. 

The first food enthusiast that suc- 
cumbed to my interrogation was 
Yo} Nosnhoj (who refused to give 
her actual name because she didn’t 
want to be associated with this ar- 
ticle). Nosnhoj has attended two of 
these food tutorials, and she has en- 
joyed both tutorials thoroughly. 

She found Dave to be a little in- 
timidating at first, mainly because 
she associated him with those 
creepy TV chefs. Now she claims 
Dave is a “great guy” and a great 
teacher who “wouldn't laugh if you 


chopped your fingers off.” 

She is very happy with the class- 
es as not only has she learned some 
cooking, but also good tricks like 
how to cut vegetables properly. 
Nosnhoj was very impressed with 
everything, especially with the tarts 
she made during the appetizers 
class: apples, raspberries, walnuts, 
and cinnamon sugar were all mixed 
together in her tarts. 

Nosnhoj says she “cried after eat- 
ing it.” That is quite the reaction 
from our mysterious woman. (For 
those of you who haven't figured 
out her “secret ¢ode,” her name is 
just spelt backwards, but I didn’t tell 
you that.) Surely this cooking class 
is worth the visit! 

Jesse Smith has been to every 
class but one this year, and he had 
quite a monopoly on Dave's tutori- 
als last year. He has seen it all: from 
sabayon to homemade chocolate 
mousse, from boiling rice and roast- 
ing chicken to sun-dried tomato 
cream sauce (Which can now be eas- 
ily purchased at The Market, much 
to Smith’s chagrin—one more of his 
little secrets uncovered). 

If none of these foods sound fa- 
mous to you, it is because Smith has 
done a marvelous job of keeping the 
knowledge of these classes to him- 
self. He has been enjoying these tu- 
torials, and we just haven't picked 
up on the greatness of them yet. 

If you thought free food wasn’t 
good enough (if I haven’t men- 
tioned it, you do get to keep the 
food creations you make during the 
class), you also get a “spiffy black 
Redeemer apron, with two pock- 
ets and a little ‘pencil holder,” as 
Teresa DeVries, another gourmet ex- 
pert, exclaimed. 

This apron suit§the novices quite 
well. Black doesn? show all the 
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food that you are “accidentally” 
spilling on yourself for snacks later 
(okay, maybe this is being a little too 
thrifty, even for us Dutch). 

Dave and his apprentices get nice 
fresh white aprons which, for some 
unfathomable reason, stay perfectly 
spotless throughout the entire pro- 
ceeding. Amazing! 

All in all, this cooking class host- 
ed by our dear Chef Dave is surely 
one of the “diamonds in the rough” 
at Redeemer (to quote Aladdin). 
With nice little tips on how to cook 
the best and how to be safe, as well 


KATIE MCBRIDE 
Special to The Crown 


“Sierra what?” This is the typi- 
cal response I get when I tell peo- 
ple where I’m going for the rest of 
this semester. 

At the end of May, final marks 
were mailed out to the students, ac- 
companied by a non-descript piece 
of blue paper. Most people likely 
used that blue sheet to wrap their 
gum in, but for Loreen Deelstra 
and myself (Katie McBride), this 
piece of paper marked the begin- 
ning of an African adventure. 

After much uncertainty and a 
great deal of workand organization 
on the part of Dr. Kuyvenhoven 
and Richard Wikkerink, — the 
Canada Corps Internship has fi- 
nally granted Redeemer the funds 
to carry out a literacy research 
project in Sierra Leone, a coastal 
country in Western Africa. Sierra 
Leone has a traumatic history of 
brutal civil war that took place 
from 1991 until peace was rees- 
tablished in 2001. Though people 
fled to nearby countries during the 
war, they have now returned and 
are beginning to put their lives, 
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BRAZIL 


In a huge setback 
for Brazil’s agricul- 
ture sector, hun- 
dreds of cattle are 
now being slaugh- 
tered in order to 
counteract the 
emergence of foot- 
and-mouth disease 
in this country. So 
far only 153 cattle have been de- 
tected with the disease, and a 25 ki- 
lometre radius has been set up in 
order to monitor the spread. In re- 
sponse to these new developments, 
many governments have placed re- 
strictions on the importation of beef 
from certain states in Brazil, which 
is the worldwide leader in beef ex- 
ports. The Brazilian government has 
promised to give more aid to those 
areas affected by the disease. 


RUSSIA 


The city of Nalchik, the capital of 
the province Kabradino-Balkaria, 
has been sealed off under orders 
of President Vladimir Putin, as po- 
lice hunt for rebels after the clash 
of gunmen and police that killed 
60 people, civilians among them. 
Fighting broke out Thursday and 
Chechen rebels are believed to be 
involved. The city has been en- 
tirely blocked off and orders have 
been given that anyone who resists 


Departing on an 
African Adventure 


Two students utilize a cross-cultural 
experience to develop teacher resources 


Learn how to prepare gourmet dishes and serve only the best foods 


as some random facts about the rich 
foods we see on TV (courtesy of 
Chef Dave, who knows everything 
about food), and just useful tips on 
stuff that we never seem to do right, 
this class is a great way to spend an 
hour every Friday. 

With only eight to ten people al- 
lowed into the tutorial each week, 
and with the fearless Chef Dave 
accompanied by apprentice chefs 
Clayton and Kate, I suggest we get 
off our comfy chairs, put down the 
cereal that we are eating for supper, 
and sign up quickly! 


their families, and their country 
back together. 

Loreen and I have the opportu- 
nity to go to Sierra Leone for ap- 
proximately ten weeks, between 
October 6 and December 19, 2005. 
For the first five weeks we will be 
spending our time in the north- 
ern part of the country, in two 
small villages called Cabala and 
Alikalia. The second five weeks 
will be spent in the capital city 
on the Atlantic coast, Freetown. 
Throughout our time in Africa 
we will be partnering with teach- 
ers and other education workers 
as we do research and classroom 
observations. With a focus on how 
to teach literacy, as well as coop- 
erative learning strategies, we are 
going to develop manuals and 
teaching materials that are rele- 
vant to the culture, to be used by 
the instructors. 

As one of the poorest countries 
in the world, Sierra Leone has 
many eager students with very 
few teachers and resources. While 
the task at hand seems a little 
daunting, we are both very excit- 
ed about this opportunity. Please 
keep us in your prayers! 
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is to be eliminated. 
Conflict is nothing 
new to the volatile 
North Caucasus re- 
gion. 


PAKISTAN 


JAKE BELDER & 
AARON VERHOEF 
Senior Staff Writers 


Attempts to get 
relief to the more 
remote areas of 
Pakistan devastated 
by the massive earthquake must 
be sped up, or victims will run out 
of time. Jan Egeland, the United 
Nations top aid official issued this 
warning after touring some of the 
areas. He also said that the devasta- 
tion is far worse than expected, and 
the United Nations is calling on the 
world to give as much as they possi- 
bly can, Problems are also arising as 
people who live in the unreachable 
remote villages are moving into the 
bigger cities to get to the aid. 


ZIMBABWE 


The country’s unstable _politi- 
cal situation continues as the main 
opposition party is considering 
boycotting next month’s Senate elec- 
tions. The decision is causing major 
internal problems for the opposition 
party, as it is split on whether or not 
to go ahead with the boycott. Party 
officials claim that the Senate will 
serve no real function and will again 
be a tool of the governing party. 
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Alcohol Compromises 
Christian Witness 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 


Students tended to list the 
same for violating 
school policy: their inability to 
store cheap alcohol off-cam- 


reasons 


pus leaves them little choice 
but to hide it in their dorms; 
flaunting a “silly rule” can be 
fun; and, after all, drinking is 
not ungodly insofar as it does 
not lead to drunkenness. 

“It does seem a bit silly to 
me that Redeemer says that 
you can drink off campus as 
long as you don’t come back 
drunk; but you can’t store 
your own alcohol on cam- 
pus,” said a female student 
currently in her fourth year 
of study. 

“If you have friends that 
live off campus, or if your 
parents live in the Hamilton 
area, then you can store your 
alcohol there. Otherwise, you 
have to go to a restaurant, and 
it’s a lot more expense that 
way...| can see how people 
who do want to drink get frus- 
trated with that.” 

Students who have not per- 
sonally witnessed on-campus 
indulgence, aside from some 
first-years naively opening 
wine bottles to celebrate spe- 
cial occasions, were especial- 
ly keen to emphasize that the 
real issue is off-campus drink- 
ing. 

Not only do many peers 
compromise their Christian 
witness by getting drunk at 
local diners such as Crabby 
Joe’s, but also it is not uncom- 
mon for students to pack into 
vehicles operated by slightly 
intoxicated drivers to avoid 
paying for taxis or using 
Hamilton’s inconvenient pub- 
lic transportation system. 
Sometimes students return to 
the campus from local bars 
drunk and rowdy late in the 
night. 

Charged with manag- 
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ing issues of this nature, the 
Student Life Department is 
not altogether ignorant of the 
problem, according to Dean of 
Students Fred Schat, However, 
while students agreed that 
this is true, they doubted that 
the department goes beyond 
offering simplistic interven- 
tionist tools to Residential 
Advisors and issuing $100 
fines to known violators. 

But Schat stressed that 
much more goes on in the 
background. “It’s not a one- 
shot deal where we call stu- 
dents in and fine them,” he 
said, 

Rather, Student Life aims 
to “nurture” known viola- 
tors by sitting down with 
them and discussing respon- 
sible lifestyles in the context of 
Redeemer’s community. 

Some students proposed 
an alternative solution: the es- 
tablishment of an on-campus 
pub. Some believed this would 
give students the opportunity 
to learn how to drink respon- 
sibly in a Christian academic 
environment that espouses 
the belief that alcohol is a gift 
from God. 

Other students, however, 
opposed the idea of estab- 
lishing an on-campus pub be- 
cause it might offend persons 
from certain denomination- 
al backgrounds—Baptist and 
Pentecostals among them. 

Another male student pro- 
vided further insight: “I think 
our attitudes about alcohol 
need to be addressed...Last 
year in my dorm, just having 
alcohol was the cool thing to 
do...It was always about how 
much they could drink after 
the Banquet or Harvest Hoe 
Down. 

“In a Neo-Calvinist envi- 
ronment, we always focus on 
the good of creation, and al- 
cohol is also part of the good 
creation. But alcohol can also 
have bad parts to it.” 
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cP “WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ABOUT 
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“ Maureen Onvanco: 

“[ think would we shouldn’t drink 
on campus, because it’s a dry campus. 
People should be more responsible 
in what they do...especially as 
Christians because we are ref 
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because I don’t think there needs to 


be drinking on campu 


s. It doesn’t 
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pared with how much can 
go through a fire hose; the 
fire hose would have more 
“bandwidth.” ) 

The internal network 
will also see improvements. 
Between computers in the ac- 
ademic building, the network 
system is being upgraded to 
a system with ten times the 
bandwidth currently used. 
Both changes may be only 
slightly noticeable in the ac 
ademic building since the ine 
ternet there is usually quite 
fast, but the new ISP may 
greatly improve conditions 
in the dorms. 

Plans for wireless 
working and internet access 


net- 
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Wayne DeBorr: 
“{ would want to make the rules lax and 
let people drink, but at the same time when 
you let the rules go like that they tend to be 
abused, So [ think that | would keep them 
strict just for the yery reason that we're a 
Christian university and we have to set an 
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“] think that if it wasn’t such a faux pas 
on campus, then it wouldn’t be such a 
big deal. So | think it should be allowed 
because then students wouldn’t have such 
a big problem with drinking on campus.” 


“Y think drinking on campus 1s 
great. | love juice, milk, coffee, 
and water. And [ think drinking 
on campus would be great idea.” 


are also of interest. These plans 
were revealed as part of the li- 
brary construction project last 
year, and access will be avail- 
able right on time with the li- 
brary addition’s completion. 
Besides the library, access may 
eventually become available in 
the cafeteria and front foyer, 
perhaps including the commut- 
er student lounge. The wireless 
project will also require testing 
(and therefore patience) before 
it will be available to students, 
but for those with wireless-en- 
abled laptops, it will be worth 
the wait. 

The computer lab is also 
undergoing changes that may 
cause frustration until the li- 
brary is finished. At that time 
the lab hours will be the same 
as the library, but in the mean- 


time they are 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 a.m. Monday through 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 10: 
00 p.m. Friday, and closed on 
Saturday. 

With the Computer Services 
department so readily available 
during the last stages of con- 
struction (their office is right on 
the way to the computer lab), 
it’s important to know who— 
and who not—to ask for help. 
Edwin Silva, new to Redeemer 
this year, should be the first 
man to look for. This friendly, 
helpful, and very knowledge- 
able guy was hired especially 
to help students and will be 
around weekdays from 2:00 
p-m. until 10:00 p.m. If he’s not 
around, Chris Knowles over- 
sees the department and may 
be able to help directly, or get 
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iter Services Eager to Fix Glitches 


you in touch with the right per- 
son. Walter VanderKolk looks 
after the network infrastruc- 
ture, Gerrit Hagen the audio/ 
video equipment in classrooms 
and the auditorium, and Tony 
Wiersma the website. These 
three individuals are usually 
around, but are often busy with 
their own work and are less ap- 
preciative of the hordes of stu- 
dents arriving with questions 
or problems. 

Students will have to wait 
and see just how fast and con- 
venient internet access becomes 
in the near future. Who knows? 
If things go as well as can be ex- 
pected, residents may encoun- 
ter a new problem—finding 
time to sip their tea in between 
web pages. But you already 
know not to hold your breath. 


Students Juggle Jobs, Schoolwork 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 


That does not consider 
those who may be unable 
to work in the summer for 
whatever reason, those who 
do not receive government 
loans, or those who still need’ 
to turn to bank loans or cred- 
it cards for food and rent (for 
off-campus students), on- 
campus housing and food 
plan (for those in dorms), 
and textbooks (an expense 
painfully shouldered by all). 

Married students, who 
compose a significant por- 
tion of the Redeemer popu- 
lace, face the same debt —but 
multiplied by two, Debt, ap- 
parently, is another common 
denominator that unites us 
all, 

How do Redeemer stu- 
dents do it? Largely with the 
help of on-campus jobs: you 
can hardly walk a stretch of 
hallway or sidewalk on cam- 
pus without seeing a student 
working a janitorial or main- 
tenance job; the person who 
sits beside you in INT 121 
cheerfully takes and serves 
your Williams Coffee Pub 
order; maybe you yourself 


le 


have an administrative job in 
the main office. 

One can also consider 
Student Life Staff positions, 
such as Residence or Housing 
Advisors, as a means to build 
relationships, work on leader- 
ship skills, and make financial 
ends meet by serving others, 
Others still are trained to work 
for Redeemer Security, or as- 
sist professors in paid TA po- 
Sitions relating to their field of 
Study. 

While the Redeemer cam- 
pus seems to be brimming 
with job opportunities, some- 
times even this is not enough. 
Many students find part-time 
work off-campus, especially 
those who live in the Hamilton 
area full-time and are able to 
carry over summer jobs into 
the academic school year. 

Some upper-year students 
who are particularly gifted 


i 


with time management have 


Successfully balanced both 
meaningful RA relationships 
With a full course load, while 
also working part-time hours 
On their available weekends 
Or days with no scheduled 
Classes. 

_ Apparently following a na- 
tional trend of 51% of full-time 


students working alongside 
their studies in order to sup- 
port themselves, Redeemer 
students too are taking on 
mini-careers while earning 
their degree—either to pay 
just enough tuition to stay in 
school, or acting in a pre-emp- 
tive attempt to squash the ex- 
ploding debt they expect to 
pay back once the diploma is 
in hand, 

Even so, there are many 
more students for whom work- 
ing is not an option; either they 
are unable to legally work in 
Canada or they feel unable to 
take on both work and study 
without performing poorly in 
either one or the other. 

One student describes his 
current tuition-payment plan: 
keeping a balance on two cred- 
it cards while operating on an 
over-drawn bank account and 
receiving temporary loans 
from his parents while waiting 
for OSAP funds to make their 
way to him. 

Many are in a similar situa- 
tion, describing their snowball- 
ing student debt as “crushing”, 
or as “a curse” —and only half- 
joking. Others say they try not 
to think about it while they are 
in school; they simply focus on 


their studies and manage their 
funds as conservatively as pos- 
sible, pushing thoughts of re- 
paying their debt to the back 
burner until after graduation. 
Some operate on lines-of-cred- 
it offered by their banks back 
home, to cover what OSAP, 
scholarships, bursaries, forgiv- 
able loans, and part-time jobs 
still inadequately cover. 

While Redeemer University 
College admittedly has high 
tuition, the institution also 
does more to assist its students 
than many secular schools. The 
national average cost of attend- 
ing university and supporting 
oneself throughout it is esti- 
mated to be $18,000—actually 
slightly lower than the base 
price of $16,591 that Redeemer 
charges for tuition, on-campus 
housing and food, and miscel- 
laneous student fees. 

While our debt load may 
seem much larger than those 
of students attending public- 
ly funded schools, we are not 
too far off. There is the old cli- 
che that “you get what you pay 
for.” Although it may be tough 
to financially make your way 
through a Redeemer educa- 
tion, the pay-off in the end is 
invaluable, 
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Redeemer Welcomes Professor Cockell and Doctor Provost 


New faculty members share their stories of how God led them to Redeemer 


MICAEL 


ARCE 


Professor Gordon Cockell has recently assumed a faculty position within 
Redeemer University College’s business department.. 


JANET BREIMER 


Special to The Crown 


Professor Cockell: A 
man guided by God 


a 


Professor Gord Cockell to realize 


only 
with 


needs to spend 


few moments 
that he is a man of incredible faith 


and confidence in God's ability 
to provide for all his needs. After 
leaving Redeemer five years ago 
to teach at a Christian high school 


Cockell 


University 


in Toronto, Professor has 


returned to Redeemer 


College to teach as Assistant 


Dr. Provost: A 
man with a sacred 
charge 


Wi asked to describe him 
ealhin one word. De. Darren 
Provost narrowed it down to three 
Faith, seeking, and understanding 
This motto, borrowed from the his 


torical figure Anselm of Canterbury 


seems like the pertect descrij tion of 
Redeemer’s new history professor 
While firmly rooted in his faith in God 
Dr. Provost has a high regard for scho 
lastic excellence and research, and a 
love for studying God at work in his- 
tory 

Before coming to Redeemer, Dr 


Provost worked as an adjunct faculty 


member of the Southern Connecticut 
State University. He completed his dox 
torate at Yale, and had been planning 
to pursue teaching in a secular envi 
ronment, when he was offered a job at 
Redeemer. Dr. Provost's plan had been 

h his non-religious 
but the offer 


of a job at Redeemer caused him to re 


I 
to share his faith with 


1 
students and co-worker: 


consider 


Professor in Business 


Twelve years ago, Professor 
Cockell experienced a major career 
shift. He left his position of Director 
Marketing 


Sales at the Canadian Broadcasting 


> 


of Operations and 
Corporation (CBC) and took a year 
off to reflect, search, and pray to 
life 
At the end of this vear, Professor 


discover God’s will for his 
Cockell followed God's prompting 
and went back to school. He attend- 
ed Tyndale College and, thanks to 
much hard work and dedication, 


was soon offered a great opportu 


nity to move to seminary 

\fter obtaining his Master of 
Divinity degree from Tyndale 
College and Seminary, Professor 


Because | believe in a historic faith, 
I believe that understanding history can 
help people understand their faith as 
well, so I try to I think 


that’s the great about Redeemer 


combine them 
hing 
that you can do this in a way that you 


can't at other institutions,” said Dr 


Provost when explaining why he de- 
cided to teach at Redeemer 
other benefits 


Dr Provost saw 


to teaching at Redeemer, as_ well 


trong academic focus was 


Redeemer's s 
» to him, as he believes 
standards for academic work 
Xedeemer seemed like a pertect fit 
“| thought that my attitudes towards 
personal beliefs, and my 


Christian faith could all find a home 


here aid Dr. Provost 

The only short-fall of Redeemer 
University College is that it is not lo- 
cated on the West Coast, where Dr 
Provost grew up However, Dr. Provost 


‘feel like 


good friends 


ay that he and his wife 


we've made some really 
here...that’s really helped the transi 
tion a lot.” 

lo Professor Provost the best things 
about teaching are that it gives him an 
outlet for hi 


him with opportunities to communi 


research and provide: 


cate, share ideas, and nurture growth 


Cockell took a job teaching part- 
time at Redeemer. This was an 
ideal job for him, as he has never 
had an inclination to teach in a sec- 
ular environment, 

As a teacher, Professor Cockell 
wanted to teach more than just 
how to develop business skills. 
He wanted to teach students how 
to apply such skills “in 
dance with what God would have 
them do...so that [they're] living 
their lives in a form of worship to 
Him.’ 


accor- 


During this time, he was also 
a part-time pastor at a nearby 
church, although, as Cockell shares 
his insight: “There’s no such thing 
as a part-time pastor.” A short time 
later, Professor Cockell was offered 
a full-time teaching position as the 
only business teacher at his son’s 
Christian high school. He accept- 
ed the offer, and signed a five year 
teaching contract with the school. 

A few years passed, filled with a 
little less movement, but God had 
even more planned for Professor 
Cockell and his wife. About a year 
and a half ago, they purchased a 
home in St. George and turned it 
into a retreat for pastors and their 
families. The Joshua House provides 
a place for pastors who are weary 
and tired to find peace and soli 
They can use the home’s ame- 
nities, walk through the beautiful 
grounds in prayer, and find rest 


tude 


The purchase of this home was 
an answer to prayer for Professor 
Cockell and his wife. Both of them 


His belief that history is essential to 
one’s understanding of his or her faith 
makes these aspects of his job extreme- 
ly important 

“T think of teaching/as being a call- 
ing—a sacred charge I know it sounds 
cliche to “do everything as unto the 
Lord,” but I really have this thought 
in the back of my mind: ‘How can | 
glorify God?’ This thought motivates 
me, pushes me to do better,” said Dr. 
Provost 

The biggest stress of teaching for 
Dr. Provost is the feeling that he’s only 
scratching the surface of a subject. He 
worries about over-simplifying —his- 
tory, and he tries to communicate to 
his students that there is much more 
beyond what they cover in class. It is 
Dr. Provost's wish that he will instill 
in his students a desire to learn and to 
take the initiative to learn more about 
events for themselves 

If Dr. Provost could walk away from 
a course knowing that he taught his 
students one thing, it would be that 
“God is working in this world, and He 
has an interest in the students, and an 
interest in their intellectual lives.” Dr 
Provost sees God's hand in history, as 
well as in everyday life. As he teaches 
here at Redeemer University College, 


had felt the need to open a home 
like this for some time. 

This move made commuting to 
work very difficult, but Gordon 
Cockell trusted God to care for him 
and his family, and the Lord pro- 
vided. Professor Cockell was once 
again offered a teaching position at 
Redeemer, teaching various busi- 
ness courses at the university. 
haven't 
chased anything since I left the 
CBC...Other than seeking God's di- 
rection, | have done nothing; he’s 


“God is 


good...| 


just opened doors, and I’ve walked 
Cockell 
when speaking of his journey thus 
far 

If Professor Cockell could walk 


away from a course knowing that 


through,” said Professor 


he taught his students one thing, 
that God 
of second chances. Often people 
make they think 
takes because they haven't found 


it would be God is a 


what are mis- 
God's will for their lives just yet 
Professor Cockell describes this oc- 
currence using the metaphor of a 
hat that represents ¢ hoices 

“It’s probably not a bad thing to 
try on lots of hats, but what you 
should be looking for is that per- 
fect fit, and only God can provide 
that perfect fit... Make sure your hat 
size is right. Make sure that God is 
in what you're doing so that you 
know what you're doing is going 
to benefit others around you,” ex- 
plained Professor Cockell. 


Cockell 


himself to be a “Jack of all trades 


Professor considers 


and a master of none.” He has ex- 
perienced many things and holds 
many As 
and endeavors change through the 
years, it is clear that he will contin 


ue to listen to the voice and « allings 


interests his interests 


of God his Father in Heaven 


If you had to teach any other species 
(other than humans), which would 
you choose? 

Cockell 


loyal and obedient 


they’re 
No hassle 


because 


“Dogs, 
Dogs are good.” 


What 
work” 
heard? 
Cockell 


the subway and so I can’t hand in 


“no home- 
that you’ve ever 


is the craziest 
excuse 


“T left my knapsack on 


anything for a week because I don’t 
know where anything is.’ ] had an- 
other kid who had three grandfa- 
thers. His grandfather died three 
times in two years. I also had one 
kid who said he dropped his stuff 
in the toilet 


bly the truth.” 


but that was proba- 


How many apples have you received 
during your teaching career? 
Cockell: “Tons.” 

If you could ask a student one ques- 
tion with a guaranteed honest an- 
swer, what would it be? 

Cockell: “Will answer me 
honestly? Will tell the 
truth?’ Truth is the absolute para 


you 
you me 
mount thing in terms of the expec- 
tations that I have.” 


Dr. Darren Provost has recently assumed a faculty position within 
Redeemer University College’s history department. 


he will no doubt open the eyes of many 
students to God's great presence in the 
world around them and strive to glori 
fy God through his work 


If you had to teach any other species 
(other than humans), which would you 
choose? 

and | love 


“Cats. | have a cat 


Cats are smart, they learn a lot, 


Provost 
cats 


and they’re good listeners.” 


What is the craziest “no homework” ex- 
cuse that you’ve ever heard? 

Provost: “Someone was robbed at gun- 
point and their backpack was stolen.” 


How many apples have you received dur- 
ing your teaching career? 

Provost: “None, and I’m really disap 
pointed! Hey, we're in apple country 
Why aren't people giving me apples? 
I love apples ; 


The Season of Autumn Provides Sources of Awe for All 


en is a time of year that 
offers much to those who 
can find the time to get outdoors. It 
is a busy time of preparation for all 
members of the natural world, and 
it is a time of struggle to ensure that 
they will be able to thrive in the win- 
ter months ahead 

Canada geese are making their 
practice runs before the long, final 
flight to warmer climates to the 
south. Woodchucks are gorging on 
greens in order to put on a layer 
of fat that will see them through 
their long winter slumber. Squirrels 
are working hard collecting wal- 
nuts and that 
they have high-energy foods for 
the leaner winter months. Turtles 
and frogs will bury themselves into 
the muddy bottoms of streams and 
ponds to avoid being frozen into the 
ice. Trees will turn dormant to pre- 
vent frost damage. 

Redeemer students are also in a 
time of preparation: midterms are 
being written, papers researched, 
and career options are being exam- 


acorns to ensure 


Beautiful colours and active creatures display the arrival of fall 


ined. Though the busyness of pre 
paring for the future may leave us 
wishing that hibernation was an op 
tion for us, the work we do now will 
help us become better equipped for 
the challenges ahead 
Autumn does deliver some fine 
things to appreciate if you can bal 
time with recreation 


ance study 


time Ihe cool, crisp air is a wel- 
come change from the suffocating 
heat and humidity we get during 
southwestern Ontario summers. 
Campers and hikers are no longer 
Migrating 
their 


victims of mosquitoes. 
birds the 


vocalizations and inspire us with 


impress ear with 
their endurance. Trees garnish the 
landscape with fiery tones of red, 
orange, and yellow. Farmers, forag- 
ers, and hunters alike can all harvest 
the bounty of the land. Streams and 
rivers harbour runs of spawning 
trout and salmon returning, from 
the Great Lakes, leaving anglers in 
awe of their ability to relocate their 
place of birth with only their sense 
of smell. 


DAN BRINKMAN 
Senior Staff Writer 


Redeemer’s campus has an in 
teresting mix of habitats and plant 
species to explore, and these hab 
itats The 
Whaley Teaching Garden and the 
Regeneration Site both offer a fair 
amount of diversity among species, 
and the mature trees should provide 


are easily accessible. 


some impressive colours 

For those looking to make an 
easy debut into the world of forag- 
ing, this year’s apple, pear, and wild 
grape crops are plentiful and easy to 
gather. A few resourceful students 
are making good use of these food 
sources for dessert items, apple- 
sauce, and schnapps. 

There are a lot of wild places to 


go in the Hamilton area to appre 
ciate fall’s offerings. A good source 
of information is the Federation of 
Ontario Field Naturalists’ book en 
titled A Nature Guide To Ontario, ed 
ited by Winifred Wake 

We live in an area of interesting 
geological formations and unusu 
The Niagara 
Escarpment reac hes up to 90 me- 


ally high biodiversity 


ters in height, and some of the small 
white cedars clinging to the bare 
rock face of the escarpment are 
over 700 years old! This area marks 
the boundary where the southern 
Carolinian forest and mixed forest 
merge together, giving us the best 
of both forest ecosystem. There are 
even prairie and bog sites to ex- 
plore. 

Spencer Gorge Wilderness Area 
(Webster's Falls) is about a 20 min- 
ute drive from Redeemer and is the 
featured site of the Outdoors Club's 
annual fall hike. It has a few lookout 
platforms that offer a splendid view 
of valleys, waterfalls, and gorges. 

With a wide range of tree spe- 


cies and elevations in the valley, the 
view should offer a good mix of fall 
colours. Be sure to bring a camera! 

From Redeemer, the scenic route 
involves taking a right turn onto 
Garner, a right turn onto Trinity 
Road (Hwy 52), and then a right 
onto Hwy 5. (You'll drive by Christie 
Lake Conservation Area. I have yet 
to go there, but I have heard it’s a 
good place, too.) You then turn right 
onto Brock Road (504), Take a left 
onto Harvest Road, and the parking 
lot will be about half a mile away 
There is a $6.00 fee per vehicle or 
$2.00 fee per person—whichever is 
cheaper. It is worth the visit, even 
when the trees are not in colour! 

There are many more places to 
go. You can contact the following 
agencies for more ideas: 


Bruce Trail Association, 
905-529-6821 

Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority, 905-525-2181 


Hope to see you outdoors! 


October 19, 2005 


COMMENTARY 


If Someone Was Murdered On Your Block, Would You Notice? 


‘m horribly ashamed to admit 
Lew I hardly flinched when 
mainline newspapers in Hamilton 
and Toronto announced last month 
that the severely disfigured body of 
Alicia Ross had been found after her 
neighbour confessed to having mur- 
dered her. 

And just two weeks ago, when 
the morning headlines loudly pro- 
claimed that a devastating natu- 
ral disaster had claimed the lives of 
thousands of people in Asia, I was 
‘more distracted by chewing the 
breakfast in my mouth than I was by 
the newspaper reports that detailed 
the horror. 

I'm beginning to think some- 
thing is terribly wrong with me. On 
the same day that the media learnt 
about and relayed the confirmed 
fate of Alicia Ross to the public, the 
unrelated academic preoccupation 
of knocking down the idolatrous 
underpinnings of secular thinking 
stirred me more than did a front- 
page newspaper story of a man rap- 
ing and murdering his next door 
neighbour. 


Can I excuse my shameful re- 
actions by pointing an accusatory 
finger at the predictability and regu- 
larity of these sorts of events? After 
all, natural disasters strike all the 
time, killing thousands of people. 
Young women regularly disappear, 
only to be found dead in wood- 
ed areas. And the media are at the 
scenes time after time to construe 
reports that read like excerpts from 
a generic fictional thriller that one 
might buy at a corner drugstore. 

But perhaps the roots of my em- 
barrassing reactions do extend far 
deeper. Aside from the further possi- 
bility that the intrinsic nature of the 
medium by which these events were 
relayed to me may encourage emo- 
tional detachment, I now believe that 
the comforts of North America have 
bubble-wrapped me from the harsh 
reality of the human condition. 

It seems that the more I take the 
conveniences and comforts of mod- 
ern life for granted, the more I lose 
touch with the breadth and depth of 
my depravity. And the consequence 
of this may be the forfeiting of my 


Modesty Debate 


This letter is in response to the ar- 
ticle two issues ago about the mod- 
esty, or rather the apparent lack 
there of, that the Redeemer women 
are showing. We feel the article at- 
tacks Redeemer women _ unfair- 
ly and displaces the blame for the 
authors’ control issues and puts it 
squarely in the laps of these same 
Redeemer women. 

One of the biggest grievances 
we have is the misuse of Scripture. 
Anyone can look up passages in 
a concordance and quote them in 
step. Putting them in correct con- 
text, however, seems to often be an 
art unto itself. Case in point: the first 
verse quoted, Proverbs 6:25, seems 
to be a good verse until it’s put into 
context. 

When it is understood in con- 
text, the verse is seen to be warning 
against interactions with prostitutes 
and adulteress wives. Is it really a 
good thing to put Redeemer women 
in the same boat as adulterers and 
prostitutes? C’mon guys. You're in 
university. You’re smarter than this. 

Another point of contention is 
that we all fit into six categories, 
number five being those who are 


arrogant English and/or theology 
majors who can’t see past their own 
wonderment and are going to bash 
this article as soon as their comput- 
er fires up. That's a very neat and 
tidy way of avoiding 
any opposing point 
of view. I doubt this 
would work well in 
leading to positive 
discussions of a topic 
such as this one.And I 
very much doubt that 
you'd like being told 
you fit into a catego- 
ry such as: “Young 
men who are -con-. 
trolled by hormones 
and not in control of 
themselves.” Be nice, 
Buys. 

Now to be fair, 
we'll admit there are 
Redeemer girls who 
do make a point of 
showing off a little more of what 
God gave them than He and we 
would prefer. But at the same time, 
it goes both ways. There are guys 
who like to strut around like an 
Adonis. 


“THE @tRO WN 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Jason Duermeyer 


LAYOUT EDITOR 
Brianna Hammer 


MANAGING EDITOR 
Mira Ponomarenko 


DIGITAL EDITOR 
Chris Howlett 


SENIOR COPY EDITOR 
Heather Alblas 


ASSISTANT COPY EDITOR 
Caroline Bulk 


ART DIRECTOR 
Micael Arce 


CONTRIBUTORS: 


Micael Arce, Jake Belder, Janet Breimer, Dan Brinkman, Jordan 
Delleman, Jason Duermeyer, Steve Dykstra, Brittany Goheen, Joseph 
Groeneveld, Brianna Hammer, Brendan Kooy, Kathleen McBride, Robert 
Powell, Sarah Slotegraaf, Steve Veldkamp, Aaron Verhoef 


FACULTY ADVISOR: 
Dr. Deborah Bowen 


ADVERTISING: Mira Ponomarenko, Crown Office, 905.648.2139 
x4291, c/o Redeemer University College, 777 Garner Rd E, Ancaster, ON, 
L9K 1J4. Subscription enquiries may be addressed to the managing edi- 

tor at the above address. 


Letters to the editor and article submissions shall be sent via email 
to editor@thecrown.ca. Letters must include the name and contact 
information of the writer, although we may print anonymously by 
special request. Works submitted as letters will be edited for clarity and 
length only. 


The opinions expressed in The Crown are not necessarily those of 
Redeemer University College’s student body, faculty, or administration. 


The Crown is published twelve times per academic year. It is funded by 
the students of Redeemer University College and by advertising. 


The Crown is published by students but is dedicated to the broader 
college community. 


The authors 
constantly call to 
their “Redeemer 

Sisters” to help 
them. Is this the 
right place to 
seek assistance? 
Is it up to these 
Sisters? 


JASON DUERMEYER 
Editor-in-Chief 


ability to truly empathize with oth- 
ers who are suffering tremendous 
hardships, 

It should take little effort for one 
to understand how one’s ignorance 
of human depravity is fostered in 
Canada. Our unshakable depen- 
dency on God for every breath is 
seemingly overshadowed both by 
the conveniences of urban life and 
by the subtle idols that are revered. 
Notwithstanding the innumera- 
ble blessings that modern advance- 
ment has permitted, unchecked faith 
in technology and science, among 
other things, has encased Westerners 
in an illusive cocoon that is spiritual- 
ly suffocating its inhabitants. 

Of course, deadening the harsh 


reality of life has always been a fa- 
vourite pastime of Westerners, We 
plaster pictures of the unforgiving 
wilderness on glossy postcards and 
call them beautiful; we dress up the 
dead and say they have “passed 
away”; we sing hollowly of God's 
love because we are not acquaint- 
ed with His wrath; and we are ac- 
climatized to the absurd practice of 
polishing crosses and hanging them 
around our necks. 

And let’s not forget the important 
roles that alcohol, cigarettes, pornog- 
raphy, work, and food play in this le- 
thal mix, These make fantastic idols 
for people who have a habit of using 
them to temporarily and superficial- 
ly fill the void within them that was 
meant to be filled with God’s love. 

One of the by-products of this in- 
toxicating pool of comforts and idols 
is a sedated people who cannot ap- 
preciate the gift of the resurrection 
because they have forgotten what it 
feels like to be truly hungry and bro- 
ken at the foot of the cross. Perhaps 
it’s about time that we North 
Americans reclaim the practice of 


fasting. The alternative is to pray for 
a war to erupt on North American 
soil so that we might be more in- 
clined to get down on our knees. 

Having said this, we ought to 
applaud our peers who make con- 
certed efforts, whether written or 
otherwise, to tackle the beast of com- 
placency head on. Many readers did 
not lightly brush aside the issue of 
immodest dress when it was fea- 
tured in this newspaper. But I sus- 
pect that many others were perhaps 
so sedated that they entirely missed 
the controversy that provided a 
glimpse into the spiritual war that 
receives so little attention through- 
out the school year. 

I hope the discussion regard- 
ing on-campus alcohol consump- 
tion will incite the former response 
on a much a larger scale. Above all, 
I hope that The Crown will continue 
to be a vehicle for further God-glo- 
rifying discussion as we struggle to 
learn how to starve for Christ in a 
society in which people have forgot- 
ten what it means to be hungry and 
broken. 


Continued: Letter to the Editor 


The world is filled with provoca- 
tive imagery that caters to our in- 
born lusts. It’s not easy for one’s self 
to not take notice of this. We under- 
stand how hard it is, but at the same 
time your argument 
rests on the “fact” 
that all Redeemer 
women are being 
sexual or provoca- 
tive, which we can 
guarantee is not the 
goal of the majority 
of them. 

_ The same goes for 
the broad character- 

of Redeemer 
meh as committing 
acts of sexual immo- 
rality seemingly non- 


stop. Remember, 
having a case of beer 
at a party doesn’t 


make everyone in- 

stantly an alcoholic. 
The world is not a pretty place 
right now, I’d think we'd all agree 
that we are bombarded with overt- 
ly sexual images. TV, movies, print 
ads, and even video games present 
idealized and idolized forms of sex- 
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uality. To keep a pure mind isn’t an 
easy thing. 

In the letter, the authors constant- 
ly call to their “Redeemer Sisters” 
to help them. Is this the right place 
to seek assistance? Is it up to these 
Sisters? Or is the location of salvation 
closer than they think? Those images 
that race by our eyes each day don’t 
cause us to sin. A girl walking down 
the street with her skirt a couple 
inches above her knee isn’t causing 
you to sin. Your reaction to her, posi- 
tive or negative, dictates where your 
mind goes. Her need to draw atten- 
tion to herself in a negative manner 
is something she and she alone has 
to be convicted of and work on. Our 
reactions are always our own. 

We can’t expect the Sisters to keep 
your thoughts clean. That’s up to 
us. Christianity is about growth in 
mind, body, and spirit. We can only 
grow by taking control of our ac- 
tions, as they are ultimately the only 
ones we can control. 

Perhaps it would be a good 
idea to do an in-depth study of 1 
Corinthians 13: the love chapter. 
Understand what love is and make 
that definition a benchmark for your 
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minds. In time, through 

God’s guidance, those lustful 
thoughts can be ended by asking 
yourselves: “Is this thought contra- 
dicting the definition of love?” If it 
is, banish it. You'll be doing your- 
selves and your future spouses a 
world of good. 

A final word to the authors of the 
original article: it takes courage to 
admit a problem to another. We en- 
courage the four of you to keep build- 
ing each other up and supporting 
each other. Remember Colossians 3: 
15-17: “Let the peace of Christ rule in 
your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful. Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wis- 
dom, and as you sing psalms, hymns 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in 
your hearts to God. And whatever 
you do, whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him.” 


Michelle Pennells & 
Robert Mullin 


Faith Justice Politics 


Visit us at www.cpj.ca 
support the work of social justice 
Christians by becoming a member 


(only $10 for students) 
read the Catalyst available in 
your library 
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Crabby Joe Cringes at Red 2emer Students’ Dining Etiquette 


What kind of 
example are 
Redeemer 
students setting 
during their 
nights out? 


BRITTANY GOHEEN 
Special to The Crown 


used to go to Crabby 
Joe’s quite often. During 
the summertime it was a pop- 
ular hang out for a group of 
my friends. It’s a nice chill at- 
mosphere: we sit on the patio, 
have a drink or two, and 
laugh lots, while enjoying 
good company and good ap- 
petizers for half-price. It real- 
ly is a relaxing way to spend a 
nice summer evening. 
It seems things changed 
a bit at Crabby’s now that 
it is fall. Students are back 
in town for school, so busi- 
ness generally picks up a bit. 
Students throng to Crabby’s 


by the car load. The place 
is just so familiar—there are 
familiar faces on the serv- 
ing crew and behind the bar, 
and there are usually about 
20. other students you know 
or recognize occupying sur- 
rounding booths and tables— 
that we Redeemer students 
feel rather comfortable and 
at-home here. 

The big bonus of a place 
like Crabby’s is that under- 
age people can still join in 
groups that are going out for 
a drink: there’s no ID check 
at the front door. And many 
birthday parties are held at 
Crabby’s because Crabby’s 
doesn’t seem to mind hav- 
ing big groups in at last 
minute notice. What would 
Redeemer students do with- 
out Crabby Joe’s for a casu- 
al and spontaneous evening 
away from school and cam- 
pus? Well, I’m sure there 
are varying answers to that 
question, but I’m also pretty 
sure, with the general way 
we Redeemer students treat 
Crabby Joe’s and its staff, that 
they would be just as happy 
without us there. 
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Contrary to what we all a 
sume is granted, the staf 
Crabby’s does not particula; 
ly appreciate us bringing i 
15 to 50 people at a time, and 
at the last minute, expecting 
them to seat us and serve us 
in short order. In doing thi 
trivial as it may seem, we are 
taking advantage of their ac 
commodation and_ patience 
of and with our demands, I 
isn’t very fair of us to be so 
demanding, whether we hay 
a smile on our faces or not. - 

Neither does Crabby’s staff 
appreciate having numerous 
underage Redeemer student; 
expecting to be served alc 
hol with our without a fak 
ID. It would cost your serve 
their job, and approximately 
$5000, plus about the sam 
amount to the restaure 
self, if you are found oy 
Not to mention that there is 
law that puts the legal drin! 
ing age at 19 in any pub- 
lic place—even if you are a 
very responsible drinker and 
the staff is familiar with your 
face. . 


Perhaps the staff doeart 
especially enjoy it wher 
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we get too familiar. We’re 
not very courteous when it 
comes to respecting the prop- 
erty of Crabby Joe’s, wheth- 
er it is stealing what seems 
like something insignificant, 
or leaving a big mess on the 
floor (aside from the peanut 
shells...) for them to clean up 
once we've had our fun. 

Food fights may be okay in 
dorms, but they are not okay 
in a public restaurant. And, 
yes, they are just mugs, beer 
steins, and salt and pepper 
shakers, but they belong to 
the restaurant, not to us. 

A big part of taking 
Crabby’s service for granted is 
the fact that we too often fail 
to tip our servers at the end 
of the night. It’s only fair to 


_ give them a little extra some- 


thing for putting up with us 
and serving us through our 
evening out. Plus, our serv- 
ers actually have to pay a 
percentage of your alcohol 
purchase, whether or not you 
tip them. Ten cents times ten 
drinks per table adds up pret- 
ty quickly. 

The worst part of all of 
this is the fact that the staff 
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knows that these big groups 
of rowdy and unappreciative 
students are from Redeemer 
University College. The big- 
gest groups they have in 
there are of Christian young 
people, and we are making 
an absolute mess—both of 
the restaurant itself and of 
our witness there. 

Being a witness may not 
seem like such a big deal 
when we're out for a couple 
drinks at Crabby Joe’s, but 
it’s really not an option. Our 
servers watch us get drunk; 
make a mess, and leave with- 
out giving a tip. They watch 
as mugs disappear along 
with our groups, and they 
watch us take advantage of 
them, and this is their view of 
Christians. Whether or not we 
like it, we don’t have a choice 
of whether or not we should 
be a witness on Wednesday 
night at Crabby’s. Our only 
choice is whether or not we 
will be a faithful witness. In 
the past, our witness has not 
been faithful, and we have 
given our school and Christ a 
bad name. But it’s not too late 
to change this. 
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Next time you decide to 
go to Crabby’s with a group, 
try calling ahead, even if it’s 
at last minute notice. I can 
guarantee that they'll a 
preciate the extra mihaltes 
of preparation that your call 
allows. Next time you're in 
there, if you're underage or if 
you're with someone under- 
age, be responsible and ma- 
ture. Nineteen is really not 
that far away; I’m sure you 
can wait. Next time you're 
at Crabby’s relaxed and en- 
joying yourself, remember 
that you’re on someone else’s 
property, using someone 
else’s dishes and chairs and 
washrooms. Respect their 
property as you'd hope they 
would respect yours. Next 
time you are on your way 
out of Crabby’s be generous, 
not cheap. Show your server 
your appreciation by tipping 
them. 

Do these things, not be- 
cause some person in an ar- 
ticle in The Crown said so, 
but because you are Christ to 
these people. Give our Lord 
a good name—it’s the very 
least we can do. 


Ask, 


Seek,and 
Knock 


Prayer is not 
an option but a 
command 


DR. ROBB POWELL 
Campus Chaplain 


number of years ago, 

when Karen and I had 
some friends and family over 
for an evening, I had a mem- 
orable conversation with the 
father-in-law of one of her 
brothers. 

The father-in-law men- 
tioned that his wife had 
gathered a group of women 
together to pray for my son, 
who was deathly ill. 1 was 
very grateful to hear about 
it, but it didn’t end there. 
"However, you know,” he stat- 
ed, "as far as I am concerned, 
God is just going to do what 
He is going to do. He doesn’t 
need us. We really don’t need 
to pray. Rather, I am just going 
to say, Your will be done.” In 
other words, his wife and her 
friends were wasting their 
time. 

I answered, "Okay, | can see 
where you are coming from. 
But you know, in the Bible, 
Jesus tells (even commands) 
us to ask. He tells us to seek. 
He tells us to knock (Matthew 
7:7-10). These are words of 
increasing aggressiveness. | 
don’t think He intended us to 
sit on our spiritual duff and do 
nothing.” 

To be truthful, at that point, 
with my son’s life hanging in 
the balance, I was not content 
with clichés. I wanted to know 
what the Bible said about 
prayer, along with our privi- 
leges and responsibilities. To 
"let go and let God" is one 
thing. To use 


the phrase 
as a pretext 
to negate 


the value of 
prayer is an- 
other. I have 
always found 
it amazing 
how _ inge- 
nious we can 
be in devel- 
oping ra- 
tionales for 
spiritual 
passivity in 
general and 
prayerless- 
ness in par- 
ticular. 

I pon- 


dered how people can put a 
vital truth (e.g. God’s sover- 
eignty and His freedom to do 
as He pleases) into a wrong 
equation and come up with a 
wrong conclusion. It happens 
in theology, just as it happens 
in math. It results from taking 
a truth out of its proper con- 
text and forcing it into an alien 
grid. 

A look at the lives of 
Augustine, Luther, Calvin, or 
Knox reveals that their belief 
in the sovereignty of God cer- 
tainly did not lead to spiritual 
passivity. In fact, quite the op- 
posite is true. Spiritually, each 
led a dynamic life of remark- 
able industry and productivi- 
ty. Their lives were marked by 
faith and prayer. 

In fact, we are told to 
pray without ceasing (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). The life 
and teachings of the apostle 
Paul (who gave this directive) 
are distinguished by prayer. 
He makes it clear that not 
only does he pray for others 
(Ephesians 1:16), but his own 
life is sustained by the prayers 
of the people of God. It is not 
a stretch to say that his life is 
incomprehensible unless we 
understand his absolute de- 
pendency on prayer. Consider 
the following text: 

"We do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about 
the hardships we suffered in 
the province of Asia. We were 
under great pressure, far be- 
yond our ability to endure, 
so that we despaired even of 
life. Indeed, in our hearts we 
felt the sentence of death. But 
this happened that we might 
not rely on ourselves but on 
God, who raises the dead. He 
has delivered us from such a 
deadly peril, and he will de- 
liver us. On him we have set 
our hope that he will continue 
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to deliver us, as you help us_ 
by your prayers. Then many 
will give thanks on our behalf 
for the gracious favor gran 
us in answer to the prayers of 
many" (II Corinthians 1:8). 

Even a superficial glance a 
this passage will indicate tha 
Paul takes prayer very seri 
ously; indeed, to Paul, prayer 
is not merely a nice idea or a 
religious formality, but a a 
line. These very verses camé 
alive for me as we interceded 
for my dying son (he is still 
alive and now doing fine). 
So did the Psalms, which are 
filled with emotion and pas- 
sion, as small people wrestle 
with a great God. How utter- 
ly strange would my dinner 
guest's pronouncement seem 
to their ears. 

However, my main point 
is Jesus. Years ago, I made a 
note in my Bible near the fol- 
lowing verse: "Very early in 
the morning, while it was still 
dark, Jesus got up, left the 
house and went off to a soli- 
tary place, where he prayed" 
(Mark 1:35). If prayer is good 
enough for Him, it is good 
enough for me. 

All by itself, that is the end 
of the discussion. The rest is 
a matter of sorting out foot- 
notes. If the Son of God, my 
Hero, models it and teaches 
it, then I had better take note. 
Furthermore, the writer to the 
Hebrews tells us that prayer 
is not merely something that 
Jesus did, in the past tense, 
but is something He does in 
the present continuous. Given 
that this is true and that the 
lives of the great saints who’ 
followed Him were infused 
with prayer, then who am | to 
break rank? Beware the half 
truth. 

I will be doing some future 
"blogging" in The Crown re- 
garding prayer 

and spiritual 
formation. As 
I do, we will be 
covering the 
"what, why, 
where, when, 
and how" of 
praying. In 
doing 80, we 
will only be 
scratching the 
surface, but 
it’s worth the 
effort. If you 
want to talk 
further about 
it, just grab 
me in the hall 
or in my office 
(Room 202). 


Being Dutch and 
Not Giving Much 


How can we become better stewards of the riches 


God has given us? 


MICAEL ARCE 
Staff Writer 


“For where your treasure is, 
ere your heart will be also.” 
ave you ever had it when 
are watching television, 
someone claiming to be 
king on behalf of Jesus 
1-800 number at the bot- 
om of the screen and is ask- 
ing for your money? 

One Sunday morning a 
pastor told me to put all the 
money | had with me under 
my feet. He then proceeded 
to tell the congregation that if 
we really love God, we would 
give all of our money to the 
church. It reminded me of 
many Email forwards I have 
received that said: “If you 
don’t send this to everyone 
you know, then you don’t re- 
ally love God.” 

The track record of the 
church is not always the best, 
especially with money mat- 
ters. We need to start chang- 
ing this. 

Where does your money 
go? As a Redeemer student, 
I know for a fact that I give 
close to $11,000 a year for tu- 


ition. I believe in education. I 


spend about $50 a month on 
oceries. | believe in eating. 
Ispend $10 every time I go to 


the movie theatre. I believe in 


entertainment. What about 


you? 

My church happens to 
meet in a movie theatre. 
One Saturday, I watched the 


‘movie Kingdom of Heaven, 
‘and the next day I went to 


‘the exact same theatre and 
went to church, This brought 
things into perspective for 
me. I had paid $10 the night 
before to watch Orlando 
Bloom kill people, and how 
much was I willing to give to 
the church? I had forgotten to 
bring money —crap. 

Excuses. | have encoun- 
tered numerous amounts of 
people, whom | dearly respect 

d love, who respond to me 
this way when asked about 
giving: “I feel that being a 
steward of my money means 
getting rid of my debt, and 
when I am free of debt I will 
start giving money away.” 
This is where Jesus would 
start turning some tables. 

I understand that some 
people are in serious debt 
trouble, to whom I would say: 
“Go right ahead and focus on 


eliminating debt, and hey, 
how can I help?” 

For most of us at Redeemer, 
however, this is not the case. 
Excuses will always come up. 

I had a good friend of mine 
who is in his late 30’s say to 
me that he had the same ex- 
cuse when he was in univer- 
sity. But he got married, and 
had to pay for a house, He 
and his wife had kids, and 
they needed a lot of money. 
They soon needed a new car, 
and then the washer broke 
and another kid came. Do 
you get the point? 

Excuses will never run 
out—ever. So if you find 
yourself in this category, I 
suggest you do some think- 
ing. 

There is something more 
to giving money than just 
money. Jesus often talked 
about money, and he dug 
deeper. Where your wallet is, 
that is where your heart is. 

Our “second parking lot” 
friend, Martin, puts it this 
way: “There are three conver- 
sions necessary: the conver- 
sion of the heart, mind, and 
the purse.” Who is the lord of 
your purse? 

Jesus turned the tables, 
which at my church we call 
the “Temple Tantrum”. He 
was making a statement on 
consumerism: consumer- 
ism is not good. (He also 
drove out some doves, but 
we'll uncover that one later.) 
Consumerism is one of the 
biggest idols | worship. 

Why do we put so much 
focus on having money, stuff, 
the newest of the new, and 
the smallest, brightest, cool- 
est thing? For me, this thing 
was my iPod. It’s a constant 
reminder of how I spend 
money without thinking. 

Giving is an attitude, not 
an amount. Jesus talks to us 
about our attitude. He is all 
about changing the way we 
function, and He ultimately 
wants us to be the best ver- 
sion of us we can be; “Don't 
let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing.” 

Giving has to be something 
so basic to our nature that we 
just do it. One of my favourite 
theologians once said; “Do it, 
do it.” This statement sums 
up my entire theology of giv- 
ing: do it. 

The entire chapter of 
Matthew 6 is full of instruc- 
tions about our attitude and 


how we are to orient it. Jesus 
talks about how we need to 
give our time, our money, our 
eating habits, and everything 
that we own to Him, and then 
He ends the passage with a 
beautiful kicker: don’t worry 
about it! No one can serve 
two masters. Who is the mas- 
ter of your Interac? 

“But, | don’t have any money 
to give!” This is a lie. You can 
give gold away to Redeemer, 
and you don’t have money 
to give to the poor, to your 
church, to the world? This ex- 
cuse is not going to work. It’s 
a much deeper issue than just 
giving money. Generosity is 
often at the root of our giv- 
ing. Kahlil Gibran says that 
“money is like love: it kills 
slowly and painfully the one 
who withholds it and enliv- 
ens the other who turns it 
upon his fellow man.” 

How generous are we? 
Who are we living our lives 
for—ourselves? There is 
something bigger than me, 
than all of us. 

Budget well. Giving should 
be as necessary to our lives 
as eating is. Do you budget 
for food, rent, and Internet? 
You should budget to give: 
“Each man should give what 
he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” Paul is talk- 
ing about the way in which 
we should give. 

Have you ever received a 
present from someone who 
put a lot of effort, thought, 
and time into the present? 
It makes a huge difference. 
We need to give God some 
Kingdom gift certificates. We 
need to use our resources to 
do greater things than buying 
ourselves Timbits. 

Do it. Do it now. Try it out. 
Try giving more than you 
have. Maybe you already 
give 10% of your income, 
maybe you even give 20% 
right now—how does 21% 
sound? 

We often confuse what we 
need with what we want. 

May our wallets show the 
overflow of our hearts, and 
may we give joyfully. 

God, teach us how to give, 
teach us how to be generous 
with our money, with our 
time, and with our lives. Turn 
over tables in our lives. Show 
us your Spirit of generosity 
and gratitude. 


Small groups 
provide 
students with 
onportunities 
to grow in faith 
and community 


SARAH SLOTEGRAAF 
Special to The Crown 


[ all started one fateful 
summer afternoon when 
L along with some school 
friends, agreed to meet with 
our youth worker on his back 
porch as a small group. At the 
first meeting, we were enjoy- 
ing one another's company, 
cracking a joke here and there, 
stuffing ourselves with chips 
and pop. It was fun, with 
nothing being too intimidat- 
ing or intense. But then our 
youth worker asked the ques- 
tion: “So...how is everyone's 
spiritual life?” 

Crap. The question had 
been asked. I hate being put in 
awkward situations like this! 
But I knew that this question 
was coming. 

What was I supposed to 
say? I thought about fak- 
ing it and sharing a wonder- 
ful spiritual story or...telling 
everyone the truth. My turn 
approached. Focusing my at- 
tention on the texture of a two- 
by-four cedar porch plank, I 
said, “I really don’t feel like I 
have a spiritual life at all.” 

There, I'd said it. I closed 
my eyes and envisioned my 
youth worker standing up, 
pointing his finger at me, 
and forever casting me away 
from his porch. But it didn’t 
happen. I looked up, and my 
youth worker had a smile on 
his face. 

What the heck? He simply 
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thanked me for being honest 
and said that he hoped my 
involvement with the group 
would change my spiritual 
life, 

There was no. spiritual 
standard I had to live up to 
as a member of the group. It 
wasn't like the time | showed 
up for a choir concert without 
matching black socks, I hadn't 
known about the rule until an- 
other choir member gasped at 
my socks, which were show- 
ing out from under my robe. 
He suggested that I quickly 
hide them, lest I be banished 
from the concert. 

I was neither cut from the 
small group nor told that I had 
to show up at the next meet- 
ing with my spiritual clothes 
all straightened out. 

Did it change my life? In 
short, it was pivotal moment. 
So much began to change in 
my life. I realized that it was 
okay that I didn’t have it “all 
together.” I had people work- 
ing in my life, challenging me, 
and encouraging me in spe- 
cific ways, telling me where I 
was gifted and what I needed 
to work on. 

I had a place where I could 
express my questions, my 
thoughts, my struggles. And 
we prayed together, wor- 
shiped together, shared in 
genuine fun and laughter, and 
grew in our relationships with 
Christ. God richly blessed 
me through the ministry of 
small groups and has used it 
to shape my life, drawing me 
closer to Him. You could say 
that I’m a passionate advocate 
for small groups. 

Christ describes the church 
as a body with many parts. 
Every part of the body needs 
all the others in order to func- 
tion fully. As well, each part 
of the body needs to commu- 
nicate with the others so that 
it can function. Look at your 
own body: would your own 
body function very well if 
your brain were to tell your 
feet to move but didn’t tell 


your knees to bend? Put sim- 
ply, as the body of Christ we 
need one another. We need to 
gather together and work out 
our salvation communally. 

I have often run across 
people who feel disconnect- 
ed from the church. As well, 
I have met many people who 
feel like they do not need to 
belong to the church. I my- 
self have felt both of these 
ways before and at times still 
struggle with these ways of 
thinking, 

It’s easy to blame the church 
for not being friendly enough 
or not asking something spe- 
cific about us. As well, it’s easy 
to build walls of indepen- 
dence and to struggle on our 
own instead of with others. 

How many times have you 
wondered what the heck a 
speaker meant by his mes- 
sage? How many times have 
you been drained and just 
wished you felt support from 
someone? How many times 
have you lost sight of your 
faith and needed accountabil- 
ity in your life? How many 
times have you wanted to 
reach out to people but didn’t 
want to do it alone or needed 
encouragement from some- 
one? Perhaps if you feel any 
of these ways, it is time that 
you joined a group of believ- 
ers where you can discuss 
your thoughts, questions, and 
struggles and be challenged 
and encouraged. 

“Join a small group?” you 
say. “You must be out of your 
mind!!” Perhaps you've had a 
poor experience with a small 
group. Perhaps you were part 
of one, and it turned into a 
gossip session, a continuous 
theological debate on predes- 
tination, or a dating service. 
Perhaps you really don’t see 
what the big deal is when it 
comes to small groups and 
have defined yourself as some- 
one who “does not share.” 
Perhaps you've wanted to join 
one but never had the chance 
to. Or perhaps you're already 
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part of a small group. 

Whatever your thoughts 
may be about small groups, 
I feel very strongly that God 
can and does work powerfully 
through healthy small groups. 
This is why Matt Pamplin and 
I are organizing small groups 
for Redeemer’s campus this 
year. When we work togeth- 
er and discuss why we think 
small groups are so funda- 
mentally important, we al- 
ways come back to the way 
God has worked mightily 
through them. 

Just look at the early 
church. As described in Acts 
2:42-50, the early church had 
thriving small groups. They 
came together and devoted 
themselves to prayer, teach- 
ing, fellowship, worship, and 
the breaking of bread. God 
found delight in them, added 
daily to their numbers, and 
worked wild miracles through 
them 

The act of meeting together 
was part of the foundation of 
their church. The early church 
is a powerful testimony of 
the way God works when be- 
lievers meet together. What 
would Redeemer’s believers 
look like if they were involved 
in thriving small groups? 

Our main goal this year is to 
build community. We would 
like to grow and challenge 
ourselves in our understand- 
ing of what it means to be dis- 
ciples of Christ and to work to 
apply our understanding in 
the world around us. 

I'm really excited to be part 
of this small group ministry 
and to see how God works 
through it. I would encour- 
age those who do not have a 
group of people to meet to- 
gether with, that perhaps 
you would think about join- 
ing one of the small groups at 


Redeemer, 


And remember: small 
groups are not a place to exer- 


‘cise gossiping or flirting skills. 
Nor are they a scheduled theo- 


logical debate between the 


Pentecostals and the Christian 
Reformed. That would be con- 
sidered as “small groups gone 
bad.” 

Let me also add that small 
groups are for both genders. I 
know that the ratio of girls to 
guys is high, but it’s 3:1, not 
20:1, as it has appeared on the 
sign up list for small groups. 
Where are the guys? 

Fellowship. Prayer. 
Worship. Reading the Word. 
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Reaching out to the world 
together. In the darkness, a 
group of lights is more pow- 
erful than scattered lights 
thrown around here and 
there. I know it means a lot 
to my own dad when my sib- 
lings and I get along and we 
can hang out together with- 
out fighting. How much more 
would God be delighted to 
watch His own children meet- 
ing, together? 
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Why I Quit Drinking in Hamilton and Stealing Chef Dave’s Soup 


Beer guzzling and soup smuggling prove to be unfavourable pastimes 


STEVEN DYKSTRA 
Special to The Crown 


t all started in the caf- 

eteria. It was just over 
two weeks ago, on a rainy 
Redeemer Wednesday. Mark 
Devos and I were enjoying a 
delicious bowl of cream of 
chicken soup while Dwayne 
Cline, the chapel speaker for 
that day, talked to us about 
how he can’t walk through 
closed doors. Or maybe, just 
maybe, it all started in the 
backyard of 846 Garner Road 
on a Friday night when I was 
having a drink and spending 
some time with good friends 
and former dorm mates. 

To be honest, I don’t know 
exactly when it started. In the 
form of some personal anec- 
dotes, I try to explain why 
1 decided that it is not only 


as 


wise of me but also spiritually 
necessary for me to quit enjoy- 
ing the blessings of Crabby’s 
cold beers and Chef Dave's 
hot and delicious soups. 
Before I went to the afore- 
mentioned chapel, I was sit- 
ting on the William’s side 
of the cafeteria translating 
John 3 from koiné Greek into 
English. Being Greek stu- 
dent, this activity happens 
quite frequently. However, 
my mind kept coming back 
to John 3:27, which says; “A 
man can receive only what is 
given him from heaven.” 
While reading this, I was 
encouraged to ask God to 
give me chances to evange- 
lize and to show me what 
He has in store for me. I was 
also humbled, knowing that I 
can’t give anything good to 
this world if it is not for God. 
After chapel that day, I sat 
with my friend Mark while 


poeem 


having a fantastic bowl of 
cream of chicken soup— 
I mean this was delicious 
soup. We were talking about 
the soup, and Mark was say- 
ing that he often gets impa- 
tient waiting in soup line-ups 
and that he used to start talk- 
ing to people near the front of 
the soup line just to bud in so 
he could enjoy his soup more 
quickly. However, he was 
strongly convicted to stop 
doing this, feeling that if he 
could not be trusted with lit- 
tle things, God would not en- 
trust him with big things (see 
Luke 19:11-27). 

I looked down at my tasty, 
tasty soup. I remembered the 
day I had three bowls of mul- 
ligatawny before 1:00 and 
how the soup ran out, or the 
time I stole tortilla soup for 
people who don’t even go 
to Redeemer. I don’t think 
I should have received soup 


a literary composition written with an 


intensity or beauty of language more chara- 
rcteristic of poetry than prose 


2. written words in a hidden journal some- 
where that we would love to read 


Send submissions with cover page through ICM to 
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Next deadline is Friday, October 21 


that day. Nor did I think I 
was being faithful with the 
little things God had given 
to me. 

Since coming back to 
Redeemer this year, I’ve 
spent three of my Friday 
nights drinking beer with 
friends. On one of these 
Friday nights, I found my- 
self at 846 Garner Road hav- 
ing a great conversation with 
a Redeemer worship leader 
about how God was moving 
in his life all summer. Having 
lived on a Christian campus 
all summer, he was not al- 
lowed to have alcohol or lis- 
ten to secular music, and he 
could only watch G-rated 
movies. He was constant- 
ly surrounded by worship, 
the Word of God, and good 
friends, 

Although originally cap- 
tivated by his story, I soon 
couldn’t take him serious- 


ly. Maybe it was because 
his voice was slurring a bit. 
Maybe it was because of the 
large, fruity, two-pint alco- 
holic drink he was swigging. 

I paused for self-reflection: 
I was far drunker than he was. 
Could people take my words 
seriously after they had seen 
me holding another beer, hit- 
ting the funnel, and throwing 
up in dorm 13 that night? I 
shrugged my shoulders and 
went to pee on the fence. 

This is how I spent at least 
two nights at Redeemer, and, 
frankly, I’m embarrassed 
about it. My face got really 
red while I was writing this, 
and I'll blush and feel awk- 
ward again if you ask me 
about it in the hallways. 

I’m not saying that ev- 
eryone should stop enjoy- 
ing ice cold Corona’s on a 
Wednesday night. I real- 
ize that beer and soup are 


good parts of God’s world, 
and there is nothing sinful 
about enjoying some on-cam- 
pus soup or some off-cam- 
pus beer (as long as you're 
dressed modestly for the oc- 
casion). However, these two 
lifestyle choices, albeit on 
very different scales, really 
took away from my witness 
for God and my relationship 
with God. 

I've seen a lot of lifestyle 
compromises at Redeemer, 
both by students and stu- 
dent “leaders” alike. You and 
I need to look at our freedom 
in Christ and decide if our 
choices are really beneficial 
to ourselves, to others, and to 
Christ's kingdom. (And this 
is why I quit drinking and 
eating soup: onion rings or 
fries at the cafeteria for $1.99 
are just as expensive and de- 
licious as the soup. I highly 
recommend them.) 
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Redeemer Royals are Due for a Championship Season 


The most sportsmanlike team in the league aims for first overall 


hb 5:30 a.m. It is still dark 
outside and quite chilly, 
but he must wake up. He gath- 
ers his equipment together 
hoping that he will not for- 
get anything, which has hap- 
pened several times because 
he is still half asleep. His ride 
shows up and he drives to the 
rink. “He” is Tom Smith, who, 
along with the rest of the hock- 
ey team practices every other 
Wednesday at 6:30 a.m. 
The Redeemer 
hockey team is back for an- 


Royals 


other year, and we hope they 
are better than ever. Last year 
the team enjoyed an excellent 
season in which they finished 
second overall in the regu- 
lar season and playoffs, and 
were the Most 
Sportsmanlike Team award by 
the Niagara Christian Hockey 
League, which is a huge ac- 
complishment for the team 
The 2004-05 hock- 
ey team thrived on the great 
ethic and character of 


each member, and that grant- 


awarded by 


Royals 
WOT k 


“d them huge success 


The good news is that the 


team only lost three play- 
el from last year—Justin 
Anjema, Gord O’Koin, and 
Scott Reckman— all who 
were key members but have 
been replaced by the strong 


rop of first-year rookies who 


have made the team this year 
Whenever a team has twelve 
of their 15 starting players re- 
turning, team chemistry and 
focus pick up from where it 
left off at the end of the previ- 
ous season. Such is the case for 
this year’s hockey team. They 
are very solid at every posi- 
tion and are likely the quickest 
team in the league. 

The forward positions are 
very strong, boasting much 
experience and depth. All 
three lines are capable of scor- 
ing goals in addition to being 
committed to their defensive 
responsibilities as well, Fourth- 
year students Dave DeGraaf 
and Joseph Groeneveld are ex- 
pected to provide solid leader- 
ship and two-way hockey for 
the rest to follow, while third- 
years Dennis Harrington and 
Chris Kotan will likely frus- 
trate the opposition’s goalies 
with many shots and goals. 

Among the forwards, all 
are veteran players except for 
rookie and Palmerston native 
Jared Snider, who has played 
minor hockey all his life and 
is adjusting to the league rules 
which _ prohibit 
ing. “I’m so used to taking 
my man out with thunderous 
body-checks, so I have to keep 
reminding myself when I play 
that I can’t do that or I'll be sit- 


body-check- 


ting in the reailrer 
penalty when he 
box,” says needs _ it. 
Snider. McArthur 

1 nee has im- 
team’s de- proved 
fence situ- with every 
ation has JOSEPH GROENEVELD season 
improved Senior Staff Writer between 
from last the pipes 
year, as and has 


they are quicker and more 
well-rounded. Veterans 
Sam Overduin, Tom Smith, 
and Nate VanBenthem have 
played on the team for three 
years and know how to play 
their position very well. They 
are solid defensively and play 
tough in their own zone, in 
addition to helping the for- 
wards on offence. First year 
players Darren DeGroot and 
John Tweedle are enjoying this 
competitive league and are 
adjusting well. DeGroot com- 
ments, “This league is much 
faster than what I’ve played 
in the past, but that makes it 
so much more fun and chal- 
lenging. It’s great being a part 
of this highly skilled and com- 
petitive team.” 

The team’s goaltending situ- 
ation has changed for the first 
time in three years as rook- 
ie netminder Joe Hamilton 
will back up veteran Cory 
McArthur and give him some 


PLAYER PROFILES 


COMPILED BY BRENDAN KOOY 


JANESSA VANDAALEN 


lJanessa has been one of the cornerstones of 
the women’s varsity soccer team, this year 
She has both indoor and outdoor 


and last 


experience, and provides quality leader- 
ship to both squads. Janessa has consis- 
tently kept her team in close games, always 
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giving the Royals a chance for the win. 


. Height? 5'10 
. Position? Keeper 
. Nickname? )-dawg 


. Major? Kinesiology 


sa AWA WN 


DeGroot 


9. Favourite professional athlete? Eddie 


Belfour 


10. Favourite sport to play (besides soccer)? 


Volleyball 


11. Favourite sport to watch? Hockey 
12. Future profession of choice? 


Kinesiologist 


. What year are you in? Two 


. Highschool? Chatham Collegiate 


. Minor? Sociology/Social Work 
8. Favourite Redeemer athlete? Rachel 
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CAELL HUYER 


Cael] has been one of the sparkplugs for 
the men’s varsity soccer team so far this 
year. Penetrating defenses with his size, 
quic kness, and ball-handling skills, he has 
provided the Royals offence with a much 
needed scoring touch. 


|. What year are you in? Three 


2. Height? 6'1 


3. Position? Striker 
4. Nickname? Porcelain 


High 


5. High school? Toronto District Christian 


6. Major? Phys. Ed. 
7. Minor? History 


8. Favourite Redeemer athlete? Jonathan 


Tweedle, Kara McCarthy 


9. Favourite professional athlete? Rob Blake, 


Ruud VanNistelrooy 


10. Favourite sport to play (besides soccer)? 


Hockey 


11, Favourite sport to watch? 
Hockey...finally 


12. Future profession of choice? High school 
teacher, or something along those lines... 
13. Interesting fact about yourself? | dance 
to music even though I don’t have flow... 
Disney movies also do it for me. 


established himself as a pre- 
mier goalie in the league. His 
strengths are his positioning 
and composure. Hamilton 
has the benefit of being able 
to learn a lot from watching 
McArthur play, while having 
lots of potential himself. 

Ron Oppertshauser has re- 
turned for his third season as 
coach, with J.D. as an assistant, 
in hopes that this year will be 
the year the Royals will take 
home the championship. 

Oppertshauser has been a 
huge blessing for the team as 
he has substantial knowledge 
of hockey and of the teams 
in the league. His dedication 
to improving each player's 
skills and attitudes has been 
very successful. Three years 
ago the Royals had superflu- 
ous speed and talent but did 
not play well as a team and 
were largely undisciplined; as 
a result, the team floundered. 
Since Oppertshauser has taken 


over the coaching position, the 
team has succeeded due to 
a combined effort to success 
and good attitudes. It helps 
that he really enjoys coaching. 
“It's been a pleasure coach- 
ing and watching young guys 
develop their hockey skills 
and their lives. I really enjoy 
watching these guys play,” he 
remarks. Oppertshauser sees 
much success in this team’s fu- 
ture as they are very talented, 
have good attitudes, are disci- 
plined, and play well together. 
Like all teams, however, they 
have their weaknesses that 
need to be improved upon. He 
recognizes the quick speed the 
team has and wants to utilize it 
as much as possible. “We need 
to use our speed to our advan- 
tage, and we can do that best 
by making quick and accurate 
passes and skating with our 
heads up the entire time.” 

The Royals have played 
two games so far this season 
and have won both of them, 
dominating much of the play 
in both games. With much 
more improvement expected 
of the team, they are one of the 
favourites to win the cham- 
pionship this year. Captain 
DeGraaf promises _ exactly 
that: “Two years ago we fin- 
ished third, last year we were 
second, and with the team we 


have this year there is no rea- 
son why we shouldn't finish 
first. We will bring the cham- 
pionship back to Redeemer 
this year!” 

This is going to be an ex- 
citing year for Redeemer’s 
hockey team. They play every 
Friday night at Wentworth 
Triple Rinks in Ancaster, and 
a Time Out announcement will 
post the time of each game. 
The team thanks the fans for 
their continued support and 
hopes to provide exciting 
hockey each game. Go Royals 


Crossword Puzzle 


ACROSS 

1. Acondensed but memora- 
ble saying 

6. Anagram of “Snob” 

10, Raised platform 

14, Selects 

15. A slender woodwind in- 
strument 

16. Actress ___— Lanchester 
17. Conjuring trick 

18. Morally reprehensible 
19. Fog 

20. Expanded upon 

22. Shivering fit 

23. Regret 

24. Acquired deservedly 
26. Censure severely 

30. Resembling a search for 
pleasure 

32. Chilled 

33. Ragout 

35. Shoestrings 

39. Courageous 

41. Asingle thing 

42. A post 

43. Of the highest quality 
44. Border of an object 

46. Sword 

47. Shallow recess 

49. Appraise 


51. Generate pus 

54. Acetyl Salicylic Acid 

55. A two-toed sloth 

56. Deductive 

63. Agitate or mix 

64. Back of the neck 

65. Pertaining to modern day 
Persia 

66. Sea eagle 

67. Chieftain 

68. Air ducts 

69. Puts 

70. Chair 

71. A useful or valuable qual- 


ity 


DOWN 

1. Highest level or degree at- 
tainable 

. Anagram of “Laud” 
. Seaweed 

. Smooth-tongued 

. Accompany 

. Exploded stars 

. Death notice 

. Anagram of “Lobe” 

. Planted 

10. Sets boundaries 

11. Line up 

12. Publish a magazine 


\o 


13. Satisfied 

21. Anagram of “Sure” 

25. Afflicts 

26. Aprons 

27. Beige 

28. Harvest 

29. Escapades 

30. Magical spirit 

31. Having a feeling of won- 
derment 

34. Pretentious talk 

36. Sleeveless cloak 

37. Supplements with diffi- 
culty 

38. Perceives visually 

40. A canal in New York 
45. Not difficult 

48. Long-necked wading 
birds 

50. Wisdom 

51. Electrical safety devices 
52. French for “Between” 
53. Canonized person 

54. Alarm 

57. What a person is called 
58. Capital of Western Samoa 
59. Angers 

60. Tins 

61. Anagram of “Neat” 

62. Enumerate 


